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Paolo Alei • Max Grossman (eds.)

Building Family 
Identity
The Orsini Castle of Bracciano  
from Fiefdom to Duchy (1470–1698)

Oxford, 2019. XXVI, 554 pp., 134 fig. col., 59 fig. b/w
Court Cultures of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Vol. 5

hb. ISBN 978-1-78707-179-7
€ 43.– (discounted price)

The Orsini of Bracciano were among the most 
powerful and influential signori di castelli of early 
modern Italy, controlling a vast domain that 
stretched from the Tyrrehenian Sea to the moun-
tains of Abruzzo. This book explores the construc-
tion and decoration of their principal headquar-
ters north of Rome between the fifteenth and sev-
enteenth centuries as well as the careers and 
artistic patronage of its leaders, who included cap-
tains, condottieri, cardinals and urban aristocrats. 
The castle is one of the largest in Latium and was 
once a centre of courtly culture and diplomacy, 
hosting princes, kings and popes. Today it boasts 
many beautifully preserved artworks of the Re-
naissance era, including frescos by Antoniazzo 
Romano and the Zuccari brothers. The contribu-
tors to this study investigate the castle as a visual 
expression of the family identity of its builders. 
They trace its evolution from the fortified capital 
of a large fiefdom at the dawn of the age of artil-
lery to the palatial residence of a ducal dynasty in 
the aftermath of the Italian Wars. Richly illus-
trated with numerous historic and new photo-
graphs, this book analyses a fascinating and mostly 
neglected facet of early modern Italian culture: 
the artistic patronage of seigniorial clans.

CONTENTS: Part I: Arma et Litterae: The Castle 
of Bracciano in the Quattrocento • Paolo Alei: 
Building with Magnificenza: The Orsini Castle 
of Bracciano • Stefania Camilli: The State of the 

Condottiero: Bracciano in the System of the Ital-
ian States in the Age of Gentil Virginio Orsini • 
Paul Gwynne: The Poets and the Prince: Silius 
Italicus, Johannes Michael Nagonius and Gentil 
Virginio Orsini, Lord of Bracciano • Max Gross-
man: Francesco di Giorgio Martini, Gentil Vir-
ginio Orsini and the Defence of Bracciano • Anna 
Cavallaro: Renaissance Paintings in the Castle 
of Bracciano: The Celebration of Gentil Virginio 
Orsini and the Pastimes of Courtly Women • Part 
II: Locus Amoeunus: The Transformation of the 
Castle of Bracciano in the Cinquecento • Elis-
abetta Mori: Isabella de’ Medici and Vittoria Ac-
coramboni: The History and Legend of the Two 
Wives of the Duke of Bracciano • Maria Giulia 
Aurigemma: Palatium sive forticium: Six-
teenth-century Architecture of the Palazzo-Cas-
tello of Bracciano • Claudia Daniotti: Stories of 
Valour and Love for a Wedding: The Sala di Ales-
sandro Magno and Sala di Psiche in the Castle of 
Bracciano • Paolo Alei and Bryony Bartlett-Raw-
lings: Astrological Fashioning in the Castle of 
Bracciano: The Frescoes of the Sala Papalina by 
the Zuccari Brothers and the Celebration of Duke 
Paolo Giordano Orsini • Barbara Furlotti: Living 
between Rome and Bracciano: Art, Cultural In-
terests and Social Behaviour at the Orsini Court 
in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries • 
Part III: Beyond the Castle Walls: The Orsini of 
Bracciano in the Seicento • Guendalina Ajello 
Mahler: Paolo Giordano II Orsini, Orazio Torri-

ani and the Remaking of Bracciano • Eleonora 
Chinappi: The Orsini Portraits in the Castle of 
Bracciano • Eric Nicholson: Sweet Roman Hands 
and Actors: The Orsini as Theatrical Performers 
in Early Seventeenth-century English Drama

Almost sixty years after the signature of the Treaty 
of Rome in 1957 creating the European Community), 
a Member-State, the United Kingdom, has for the 
first time in history decided to leave the European 
Union. The "yes" to leave vote during the British 
referendum on 26 June 2016 led to the use of Article 
50 of the EU Treaty triggering off a long period of 
negotiations between the UK and the EU, which 
was overshadowed by a permanent struggle 
between the options of a "deal" or a "no-deal". The 
Withdrawal Agreement was finally signed on 24 
January 2020 and Brexit actually took place on 31 
January 2020 – more than three and a half years 
after the referendum. It is not surprising that a 
lot of analyses have been put forward to explain 
the British electoral result, mainly from the 
perspective of political sociology. However, there 
has been less research so far on the deeper roots 
of Brexit as a historical and political process and 
its development from the start of the referendum 
campaign until the end of the negotiations between 
the UK and the EU, nor on its possible social, 
economic, legal and (geo)political consequences. 
In order to examine the origins and consequences 
of Brexit, this publication develops two original 
perspectives. On the one hand, it has taken a 
pluridisciplinary approach comparing the point 
of views of sociologists, political scientists, legal 
experts and historians. On the other hand, it has 
adopted a global approach by comparing the 
analyses of Japanese, Canadian, American and 
European researchers. These "Global Views  
on Brexit" regroup the contributions to an 

international Conference on "The Consequences 
of Brexit" organised on 6-7 December 2018 in 
Strasbourg, in the framework of the Jean Monnet 
project on Crises in European Border Regions 
supported by the Erasmus+ Programme of the 
European Union (EU) for the period from 2018-
2020.

Birte Wassenberg is Professor of Contemporary 
History at the Political Sciences Institute (IEP), 
University of Strasbourg. She holds a Jean Monnet 
Chair on the contribution of cross-border 
cooperation to the European Neighborhood Policy 
and is Co-Director of the Franco-German  
Jean Monnet excellence Center in Strasbourg, 
Member of the Research Unit UMR Dynamiques 
européennes and Director of the Master 2 Border 
Studies in International Relations. Recent 
publications: Castle-talks on Cross-Border 
Cooperation. Fear of Integration? The Pertinence of 
the Border, Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart, 2018, The 
History of the Committee of Regions. 25 years of 
cities and regions furthering European Integration, 
Committee of Regions, Brussels, 2020.

Noriko Suzuki is Professor in the Department 
of Social Sciences at Waseda University, in 
Japan. She is specialized in political sociology. 
She works on the European citizenship and 
political participation of European citizens 
living in the other EU Member States.
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