The European Union and migration issues: some
geographical perspectives

Bernard REITEL

Professor of political and urban geography

Artois University




Introduction

The migrant crisis in Europe in 2015

=> Migration is still on the political agenda in Europe
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The migration system

A movement that introduces
a significant change in your
living space (Thumerelle,
1986)

= A place of departure...

= ...and a place of arrivals
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The migration system

A complex system with poles
of attraction and poles of
repulsion

Different types of migrations : \\

= The international migrations:

crossing borders / \\

A
Distribution anarchique Distnbuuon polarisée

A non-linear individual
trajectory
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The migration system

= The will to improve one’s situation
= Wealth differences

= Wars, conflicts, tensions
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The migration system

Vers les Amériques

Europe: a part of a world
migration system : o

Europe: Migration flows in a
long-term perspective (XIX- =
XXl c.) o

=  From an area of emmigration
to an immigration area

Human Migration

Net annual migration per 1,000 population
(average 2017-2021), by country/territory

|A Global Overview of

statista %
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The migration system

= Europe: Migration flows in a
long-term perspective

 LES ETRANGERS DANS L'EUROPE DES 28

= Contrasting situations
according to countries
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The border regimes

What is a border?
= Alimit of sovereignty
= A device of regulation

= An object, revealing differences between political, legal,
cultural systems, etc.

« A territorial construction that introduces distance In
proximity » (Arbaret-Schultz, 2004)
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The border regimes

= The « Europe »’'s border
regime

www.polgeonow.com

EUROPEAN UNION
B Current member
| Official candidate

Recognized as a
potential candidate

Also part of the EU (not shown):

= Two areas of free movement ey
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1995)
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The border regimes

= The border regimes in
Europe

Etat membre de Union européenne
&t du Consed de [Europe.

Autre Etat membre du Consei de [Europe.

= |nternal borders

= External borders

= the transfer of regulatory
functions at external
borders
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Borders and migrations in Europe

The European Union's migration policy
= A shared competence

= Communitarisation

= The power of the States and the control of borders
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Borders and migrations in Europe

Desired and unwanted migrants
= Main objectives

‘a balanced approach’

Reducing flows

Tensions and difficult agreements
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Borders and migrations in Europe
- Differences in e S
Wealth living
standards:
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Borders and migrations in Europe

= A geography of migration
and borders

Mediterranean
migration routes

= Migration routes and e 216 |

networks <
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Borders and migrations in Europe

= A geography of migration and
borders

=  Places: hotspots, = camps
(Pillant, 2018)

= Premiére cldture (barbelés, mur, 2m)
—— Deuxiéme cléture (grillage, 2m)

Ml 525 dentrée contrdlé par la police

I Préfabriqués, chambres des migrants

D Espace de loisirs, terrain de basket
et jeux pour enfants, fermés par un grillage
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Borders and migrations in Europe

= Aterritorial approach

= Fortress Europe
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Borders and migrations in Europe

= Aterritorial approach

L] Asym m etrl C pOS Itl O nS I European Neighbourhood Policy

= Countries that are gateways: .
ltaly, Spain, Greece, etc.) .

D ‘Sea basin ENI CBC 2014-2020 programme

= Countries that play a filtering
role: Turkey, Morocco, etc.

aaaaaaaaaaaaa

= Alegal approach ?
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Borders and migrations in Europe

The smart border

= Frontex

an ideological and technical approach?

= The border: a mean of protection
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Borders and migrations in Europe

= Public opinion, the media and politicians

= |nstrumentalisation?
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Conclusion

Selective borders

A source of tensions and manipulation between
countries in Europe and in neighbouring countries

to allow the movement of migrants: to go back and forth
(Wihtol de Wenden, 2016)

Cosmopolitan societies (Beck, 2005)
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Thank you for your attention!
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