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 « Migration crisis » from 2010 to 2016

 Did the migration crisis of 2015 decisively strengthen
Euroscepticism in Europe?

INTRODUCTION * An analysis of Eurobarometer data between 2009

and 2017 finds no statistically significant effect of
immigration levels on individual Eurosceptic
attitudes, Eddy S. F. Yeung (2021)







AXIS 1

POLAND

2015 : the PiS wins the parliamentary elections with an anti-immigration discourse

"Left-wing cleavage" in modern-day Poland in
parliamentary elections (2001-2019)
Sources : Parties and Elections, Wikipedia
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AXIS 1

POLAND

A divided Poland between
Eurosceptic and pro-EU parties :
East/West, Countryside/Cities and
Educational cleavage.

Nonetheless, PiS election results
are also based on social and
conservative measures and on the

Polish Legislative

PO controversies. e RIIRErC

PO+.Modern+United Left+Together [ _—
Law and Justice ] f} " ElectoralGeography.com




AXIS 1

* No radical right-wing party
SWEDEN

e 2010 election: anti-immigration Sweden
Democrats win their first seats in
parliament

e Arab Spring: 163,000 asylum seekers

Total of seats won by radical populist right-wing parties in the
European Parliament (2004-2014)

79

2004 2009 2014

Figure 1. Asylum-seeking immigrants in Sweden 2002-2019. Source: Diagram made by authors, based
on Statistics Sweden. http//www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/sv/ssd/START__BE__BE0101__

BEO101P/Asylsokande/ [Accessed 2020-05-22). Source : European Parliament, author's calculations




Anti-system party Five Star
Movement (Movimento Cinque Stelle
WEN)

Lega Nord party supported by the
Christian centre-right Forza ltalia,
post-fascist far-right formation Fratelli
d'ltalia.

Around 300,000 migrants 2015-2016

Around 700,000 2011-2019

In 2021, around 85% of Italians who
perceive themselves as conservative
want a policy that favours the
rejection of migrants from Italy. 34%
of Italians consider immigration to be
one of the country's main problems.




THE MIGRATION ISSUE AS PART OF A MORE GLOBAL
CRITICISM OF THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS
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* The PiS uses the migration topic

to criticize the European Union

Sovereignty is the central
question for Polish eurosceptics

PiS and Polish Public Opinion on
the European Union role : the EU
should remain only economical

AXIS 2

POLAND
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Euroscepticism’s roots go back to before AXIS 2

Sweden joined the European Economic SWEDEN

Community.

Sweden
European Union
Membership Referendum, 1994

g_‘ ElectoralGeography.com




AXIS 2

SWEDEN
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Fig. 2 The importance of the immigration issue 1987-2015 (percent). Source: Bergstrim and Oscarsson
(2011 5), Demker and van der Meiden (2016)




Has the
European Project
been a success

so far?

or

AXIS 2

SWEDEN

EUROPEAN PROJECT 2020

% Stronger Weaker %

Haly ) ooz
Belgum 38777 3

Q: Taking everything into account, do you think this European Project has made
Europe stronger or weaker today than it would have been without it?

7,001 onlino ncuts aged 16-74 were Inferdowed acroes § Bl countries, 25 September - § October 2000



Like Sweden, a crisis of confidence
older than thought.

Support for the European project
went from 66% in 1990 to 36% in
2012.

Failure of the Frontex mission




CONCLUSION

* Absence of a mechanical link
between Euroscepticism and
immigration

* The link between migration
and criticism of the European
Union is made by so-called
populist media and political
actors who instrumentalise
the migration issue towards
domestic aims

* Only a part of a broader
criticism of the EU
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Parigi naufraga sui migranti
La Francia: «Stop immigrati  Macron blinda la frontiera Il numero pitt basso di morti
dall'Ttalia e gli altri Stati a Ventimiglia con 500 agenti  nel 2019 con i decreti Sicurezza

della Ue facciano come noi» Piantedosi: reazione esagerata  voluti dalla Lega di Salvini
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