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Map of the location of the four countries of the Visegrad Group in the European Union

Source : Wikipédia




The current heads of states of the V4 (from left to right) : Igor Matovi¢ (Slovakia), Viktor
Orban (Hungary), Mateusz Morawiecki (Poland) et Andrej Babis (Czech Repubilic)

Source : touteleurope.org




I) A historical European antagonism

A) The beginnings of V4 (1991-2004)

The Visegrad declaration was
signed in 1991

- Objective : Integrate the EU and
NATO

- Shared already common
positions on the protection of
national interests in the
multilateral system

The first meeting of the Visegrad Group in February
1991: Jozsef Antall, Vaclav Havel and Lech Watesa. By
Péter Antall, Antall family's archives.




I) A historical European antagonism

B) The roots of the opposition to the West of Europe

- For the V4, the collapse of the Iron Curtain was just a passage from a yoke to
another.
- Since 2015, Hungary and Poland are the spearheads of the Visegrad group.

C) A group with common values

- The EU has been seen as an political and economical opportunity for their comparative
advantages.

- Aim to reaffirm that “Budapest and Warsaw have as much right to define Europe as Paris

or Berlin” and denounced the EU’s “imperialism”.




................

March 2016
Il) Growing opposition to European Union migration policy -~ e ’

! :"j Schengen Area

B eu schengen states

Non-Schengen EU States

A) The European Union divided on the 2015
migration crisis

12 NOV 2015 - 8 APR 2016

AN 15 JAN - 8 APR 2016 X N Non-EU Schengen States

Non-EU States

..........
..........
Temporary Reintroduction of Border Control
“~  Re-introduced national border controls

s Reinforced border controls

Duration of temporary reintroduction
EEEEER iaraercontro at iternal erders

- In 2015, the group already took common position against the - S e
policy of distributing refugees by quotas ' aa G - B s toncr pres

Date of decision to build a fence
XX - XX
date/duration of constructi
23 FEB - 23 MAR 2016 S8 14 NOV 2015 - or date/duration of construction
\Y 13 MAY 2016

‘Sources * DG Migration and Home ATtairs, European Commission;
« 16 NOV 2015 - 16 MAY 2016 Inferntional Centre for Migration Policy Development.

- Hungary and Poland refused to accepted any asylum seekers e
while Slovakia only accepted 16 and Czch republic 12 asylum e %\\d}
see kerS .," 2 Nov zms

- ltaly joined this “anti-immigration axis” in orders to increase théa ‘
protection of external borders, fight against illegal immigration"-\’
and strenghten FRONTEX.
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Asylum-seekers in Europe
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B) Challenging the principle of solidarity

- Face to the opposition of the Visegrad group
on the principle establishing the country
responsible for the asylum application , the
Commission decided renounced to the quota
policy and put forward the concept for
“flexible responsibility”.

- On the 23rd of September 2020, U. Von Der
Leyen presented a new draft of the reform of
Dublin I




C) Violation of European principles

- In 2017, the European Court of Justice
rejected the action for annulment by Poland,
Hungary and Romania against the Dublin
Regulation and the quota policy.

- The Commission also brought Article 7 of the
TEU against Poland and Hungary in 2017 and
2018 for violation of the founding values cited
in Article 2 TEU as well as Article 49 TEU in
which States undertake to respect and
promote the European values.

Image credit : Zoltan Mathe - MTI via AP / Keystone




lll. A health crisis serving the ideals of the Visegrad group

The V4 : The establishment of a
permanent opposition to Berlin and

Brussels

- The "solidarity" of the Visegrad group hardly
boils down to the migratory crisis but seems to
have developed as a permanent counterweight
as we will observe now, during the COVID19
crisis.

- Through health state of emergency protocol,
leaders of the V4 were able to implement all
the measures they deemed necessary to limit
the pandemic, many of which proved to be

authoritarian drifts in the field of immigration

Image Credit: EPA-EFE/FRANCOIS LENOIR




B) Health crisis : violation of the principle of
non-discrimination

Hungary was the first state to close its borders hermetically
from any citizens of the Schengen area, before making an
exception only for the Visegrad Group in September.

- Poland had also published a list of no-fly countries
targeting France and Spain at first.

- In Slovakia, several Gypsy camps were the first to be
quarantined by the authorities after stopping the
distribution of free meals.

Source : MTI-Hungary Today




C) The migration issue during the

health crisis: a benefit for the

migration policy of Poland and
Hungary

- The countries of the Visegrad Group were less
affected by the health crisis than most Western
European countries. A low contamination rate
that is used by the group's governments to
highlight the effectiveness of their migration
policies

-  Warsaw and Budapest having obtained
financial help from the EU do not really come
to the aid of the homeless and jobless

migrants and even deport them
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