
FOCUS GROUP MEETING
Romania – Hungary border

19 May 2022

The Jean Monnet network « Borders in motion » (Frontem) was officially launched on 18 November
2019 and will  last 3 years. Under the leadership of Sciences Po Strasbourg, the network brings
together six other partners:  the University of Southern Denmark, the Euro-Institute in Kehl,  the
Centre  for  Cross-Border  Studies  in  Armagh,  the  Babes-Bolyai  Cluj  University  and  the  Catholic
University of Louvain and the University of Victoria in Canada.

As indicated by the EU, the purpose of the Jean Monnet networks is to «promote the development
or  foster  the  creation  and  development  of  consortia  of  international  players  in  the  area  of
European Union studies in order to gather information, exchange practices, build knowledge and
promote the European integration process across the world.».
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Program

10.00 (EEST) Greetings

Ms Alexandra Muțiu PhD, Vice-Rector of Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj 

10.10 Opening speech

Ms  Birte  Wassenberg PhD,  Professor  of  Contemporary  History,  Science  Po,

University of Strasbourg

10.20 First Focus Group discussion – Border management

Moderator:  Mr Gyula Ocskay,  Secretary General of Central European Service for

Cross-Border Initiatives (CESCI), Budapest

13.00 Lunch Break in Hotel Victoria 

15.00 Second Focus Group discussion – Border perception

Moderator: Mr Ovidiu Pecican PhD, Professor at the Faculty of European Studies at

the Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj

17.50 Closing remarks

Mr Nicolae Păun PhD, Professor of European Studies at the Babeş-Bolyai University,

Cluj
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Participants 

Greetings, opening speech, moderators 

Alexandra  Muțiu,  PhD,  is  Vice-Rector  and  Associate
Professor at Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
Her  research fields are:  accounting,  accounting education,
management.

Birte  Wassenberg,  PhD,  is  Professor  in  Contemporary
History at Sciences Po at the University of Strasbourg. Her
research fields are: border regions, Euro-scepticism and the
history of European organizations, especially the Council of
Europe.

Gyula  Ocskay is  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Central
European  Service  for  Cross-Border  Initiatives  (CESCI).  His
main research field is cross-border governance. 

Ovidiu Pecican, PhD, is Professor at the Faculty of European
Studies at the Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca.  The
main fields of his scientific interest are in European culture
and civilization,  medieval  history,  and multicultural  ties  in
the contemporary world.
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First Focus Group discussion – Border management

Adelhaida Kerekes, PhD, is Deputy Chief School Inspector
at the Cluj County School Inspectorate. Her fields of interest
are: biology, education, educational policies and curricula.

Apor Kovács is the director of the Gate to Europe EGTC. 

Csaba Békési is the executive director of the Bihor County
Employment  Agency (Agenția  Județeană pentru  Ocuparea
Forței de Muncă Bihor). 

Constantin Badea is the Secretary General of the Chamber
of  Commerce  and  Industry  Bihor  (Camera  de  Comerţ  și
Industrie Bihor). 
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Ioana  Bordeianu,  PhD,  is  a  lecturer  at  the  University  of
Oradea, Border Police School of Training Agents. 

István  Szabó is  the  vice-president  of  the  Regional
Municipality of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County. 

Livia  V.  E.  Banu  is  the Executive  Director  of  the  Oradea
Regional Office for Cross Border Cooperation,  BRECO, the
Intermediate  Body  for  the  Interreg  Romania-Hungary
Programmes, performing roles as Joint Secretariat and First
Level Control Body.

Monica Terean is the Head of the Oradea Regional Office
for  Cross  Border  Cooperation,  BRECO,  the  Intermediate
Body  for  the  Interreg  Romania-Hungary  Programmes,
performing roles as Joint Secretariat and First Level Control
Body.

Sándor Péter, PhD, is the Head of the Biharkeresztes Border
Police Office at the Hajdú-Bihar County Police Headquarters.

János  Zoltán  Rák,  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Hungarian-
Romanian  Section  of  the  Békés  County  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry.

4



 FOCUS GROUP MEETING: Romania – Hungary border (19 May 2022)

Klára Szilágyiné Czimre,  PhD, is an assistant professor at
the University of Debrecen.  

Second Focus Group discussion – Border perception

Apor Kovács is the director of the Gate to Europe EGTC. 

Daniela Călinescu is Counsellor for European Affairs at the
Prefecture  of  Bihor  County,  Graduate  of  the University  of
British Columbia of Vancouver, Canada, and the Faculty of
European Studies, "Babeș-Bolyai" University. 

Enya Andrea Tămaș is a PhD candidate at the Babes-Bolyai
University, Cluj-Napoca

Ferenc Barabás is the former mayor of Biharkeresztes. 

Gábor Nagy, Phd, is a senior research fellow and associate
professor at the Great Plain Research Institute of the Centre
for  Regional  Studies  (Békéscsabai  MTA  RKK  Alföldi
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Tudományos Osztálya). 

György  Kozma is  the  president  of  the  National  Self-
Government of Romanians in Hungary. 

Ioan  Horga, PhD,  is  Associate  Professor  of  University  of
Oradea,  Director  of  Institute  for  Euroregional  Studies
Oradea-Debrecen, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence. He is
also  PhD Coordinator  in  Doctoral  School  of  International
Relations  and  Security  Studies  of  Babes-Bolyai  University,
Cluj-Napoca. Editor of Eurolimes journal; researcher in the
field of frontiers, of CBC cooperation, regional development
in border area. 

István  József  Polgár,  Ph.D,  Lecturer  at  the  Faculty  of
History,  International  Relations,  Political  Science  and
Communication Science, University of Oradea. His research
interests  are  minority-majority  relations  and  cross-border
cooperation in the European border regions,  ethnical  and
religious diversity and integration process in the European
space, especially in border regions.

István  Szabó is  the  vice-president  of  the  Regional
Municipality of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County. 
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Lucia Pantea is a PhD student at Babeș - Bolyai University,
Cluj-Napoca,  Faculty  of  European  Studies.  She  is  a
counsellor  for  Foreign Affairs  and European Funds  at  the
Bihor  County  Council  in  charge  of  coordinating  and
overseeing  the  activity  of  local  administrations  in  the
implementation of EU programs. She has also been a project
manager  for  several  cross-border  and  international
cooperation projects.

Mircea Brie, PhD, is a Professor at the University of Oradea,
Department  of  International  Relations  and  European
Studies.  His  research  interests  are:  international  relations
and european studies, cross-border cooperation, interethnic
and  inter-confessional  relations,  demography,  border
studies.

Mircea Teodor Maniu,  PhD, is Associate Professor at the
Faculty of European Studies at the Babes-Bolyai University
of Cluj-Napoca. His research areas include macroeconomics,
international  and  global  economy,  regional  development,
business communication and public relations.

Moș Marius is  an  executive  director  at  Oradea City  Hall,
International Funded Project Management Department. 

Nicolae  Păun,  PhD,  is  Professor  at  the  Babes-Bolyai
University of Cluj-Napoca, Editor-in-chief of Modelling The
New  Europe  -  Online  Journal.  His  research  fields  are
concerning the history  of  European integration,  European
policies and the EU political design.
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