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How
 can w

e carry out an in-depth assessm
ent of the

health status of m
igrants in order to identify unm

et
needs and adapt healthcare system

s to the specific
health conditions of m

igrants and refugees arriving in
Europe?  

Introduction 



I. EU
 action plan to help m

igrants in Europe 

II. Study of the overall health of m
igrants arriving in the EU

III.  The need to adapt healthcare system
s to the specifics need of m

igrants

O
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I. EU
 action plan to help m

igrants in
Europe 



I. A. Policy in response to the m
igration crisis

H
O

W
 ? 

M
ig-H

ealthCare aim
s to reduce health

inequalities and im
prove the health

care services for m
igrants and refugees.



I. B. 2020 R
eform



II. Study of the overall health of m
igrants

arriving in the EU



II. A. The hotspots as a m
ajor focal point for studying the health of m

igrants

The notion of “hotspots” 
1.

Hotspot located in
Lesbos, Greece  

Initiation of H
otspot Approach : 

G
eographical Im

plem
entation : 

Transform
ation into CCAC :

European Agency Collaboration :

H
otspot Com

position :

Introduced in 2015 by the European Com
m

ission to aid M
em

ber
States facing exceptional m

igrant flow
s, w

ith a focus on Italy
and Greece.

  Led to the creation of Reception and Identification Centres
(RIC) on islands like Lesvos, Chios, Sam

os, Leros, and Kos.

 Som
e centres, including those on Sam

os, Leros, and Kos,
evolved 

into 
Closed 

Controlled 
Access 

Centres 
of 

Islands
(CCAC).

 
Involves 

support 
from

 
European 

agencies 
like 

Europol,
Eurojust, Frontex, and EASO : assisting national authorities in
these hotspots.

 Collective effort involving national authorities and European
agencies to address m

igration challenges.



II. A. The hot spots as a m
ajor focal point for studying the health of m

igrants

2. Study of the overall health of m
igrants in the hot spots 

Registration and Sorting of M
igrants :

Detection of H
ealth N

eeds :

Coordination of H
ealthcare :

Hotspots conduct vital registration, utilizing evolving m
echanism

s like digital
records and biom

etric identification to ensure accurate dem
ographic and

m
edical data for effective healthcare.

Hotspots identify health needs through m
edical exam

inations, vaccinations, and
m

ental health assessm
ents, revealing evolving protocols to address unique

challenges faced by m
igrants.

Effective coordination am
ong local authorities, hum

anitarian organizations, and
health agencies in hot spots is critical, w

ith ongoing analysis needed to assess
progress and identify areas for im

provem
ent in m

anaging m
igrant healthcare.



II. B. Case study: greece sensitive m
atter of asylum

 seeker in M
oria hotspot

M
oria cam

p on Lesbos island in Greece has been
described by hum

anitarian actors as ‘‘the w
orst

refugee cam
p on earth’’ and a ‘‘living hell’’



II. B
. C

ase study: greece sensitive m
atter of asylum

 seeker in M
oria hotspot

W
ater, 

sanitation 
and 

hygiene 
facilities, 

too, 
are 

appalling, 
w

ith
approxim

ately 1 toilet to 80 people and very poor access to show
ers and

clothes-w
ashing facilities. O

n average, people queue to get their food for
around 4 h, three tim

es a day, and w
hat they get is nutritionally poor.

U
nsurprisingly, violence often breaks out in the queue for food, w

here
tensions run high, and the highly m

ilitarised environm
ent often rem

inds
people of the traum

as from
 w

hich they fled [...]

Alessandro Barbiero - M
édecins Sans Frontières Psychiatrist



III. The need to adapt healthcare system
s to

the specific needs of m
igrants



II. A. Criticism
 of the current system

  

Accessibility and Equity : M
igrants often encounter barriers such as language issues and lack of inform

ation, leading
to delayed or inadequate healthcare and w

orsened health outcom
es.

Preventive and Prim
ary Care :  Insufficient em

phasis on preventive and prim
ary care for m

igrants can lim
it tim

ely
access to vaccinations and screenings, im

pacting individual and public health outcom
es, potentially increasing

healthcare costs.
Legal and Adm

inistrative Barriers : Legal and adm
inistrative obstacles, including uncertain statuses and fear of

repercussions, deter m
igrants from

 seeking necessary m
edical care, com

prom
ising individual health and contributing to

the spread of infectious diseases.
N

eglect of M
ental H

ealth : The m
ental w

ell-being of m
igrants is overlooked despite the significant challenges they

face during m
igration, leading to traum

as that extend beyond the physical journey. The prim
ary focus tends to be on

physical health, overlooking m
ental health considerations.

Critics of D
ata Privacy : Concerns arise over m

igrants' data privacy rights com
pared to European citizens, despite

protection by various texts. Challenges persist, notably w
ith operations like "Sophia" allow

ing extensive data collection,
raising issues around sensitive health data and its insufficient protection.
Treatm

ent of m
igrants during CO

VID
-19 ? 



Asylum
 policy reform

 

Strengthening border security 

Intensify cooperation w
ith m

igrant-sending and transit countries 

Setting up integration program
s

Intensify hum
anitarian support

Creating legal channels for m
igration 

III. B
. Is there room

 for im
provem

ent ? 


